
Case 6 (February 21 2008): N Engl J Med. 358(8):827-838

Demographic: Female, 46yrs, Not-pregnant, America North, General 
speciality

Clinical features extracted from the case and entered into the query 
box:
renal failure
anemia
low oxygen saturation
decreased breath sounds 
lower limb edema
hyperpigmented, tight, and dry skin 
pruritus
hand and joint flexion contractures 
peripheral neuropathy
lymphadenopathy
pain and stiffness in joints

Synonyms used by Isabel for the above query:
Renal failure
Low oxygen saturation
Anemia
Pruritus
Peripheral neuropathy
lymphadenopathy

STOP !

Before you read further you might want to construct your
own:

• Complete differential diagnosis
• Final diagnosis

In the following section you will find:

• The differential diagnosis constructed by the MGH panel
• The final diagnosis of the case
• Which of the MGH panel differential diagnoses did Isabel

contain
• Did Isabel suggest the Final diagnosis
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Differential Diagnoses considered by the MGH panel:
Nephrogenic systemic fibrosis
Sarcoidosis

Final Diagnosis of the case according to NEJM: 
Nephrogenic systemic fibrosis
                      
Differential Diagnoses of the case as given by Isabel:
Nephrogenic systemic fibrosis – under Dermatology heading
Sarcoidosis - under Respiratory system disorders heading

Was the final diagnosis given by Isabel:
Yes, under Dermatology heading
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Isabel Differential:
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